
  
 

August 2018 Links Round Up 
 

8/2/2018 
 
Last month, we shared a story about a devastating museum fire at the Point Pleasant River Museum & 
Learning Center, our neighbors to the west. Read more about it: https://wchstv.com/news/local/crews-
responding-to-fire-at-point-pleasant-river-museum  
 
Now, a month out from the event, the Museum is trying to put the pieces back together from some 
extensive fire damage. If you would like to mail a donation to the Point Pleasant River Museum, the 
address is P O Box 412, Point Pleasant, WV 25550. 
** 
 
8/3/2018 
 
Great job Penn State for using the powers of twitter for good! 
 
https://news.psu.edu/story/527730/2018/07/10/research/improving-disaster-response-through-
twitter-data 
** 
 
8/6/2018 
 
We've been hearing so much about terrible fires for the past month that it's been getting us down. So, 
this week, we figured it was time to focus on some of the awesome recovery work that has been done! 
 
The Kansas State University Hale Library was affected by a fire in late May, necessitating quick action to 
help save the collection and the library building. In the post below, Preservation Coordinator Kathryn 
Talbot discusses putting emergency plans into action, working with a disaster recovery company, and 
ongoing recovery work.  
 
Read more: http://blogs.k-state.edu/hale/2018/07/20/kathryn-talbot-master-of-disaster/ 
** 
 
8/7/2018 
 
In more good fire recovery news: "Thanks to quick action combined with hours of painstakingly tedious 
work, 119 cubic feet of photos, negatives, slides, VCR tapes, cassettes, and motion picture film, along 
with five cubic feet of framed pictures, seven cubic feet of panoramic and oversized pictures and 
materials of Aberdeen history have been rescued in the wake of the catastrophic fire that destroyed the 
Aberdeen Museum of History on June 9." See the story: 
http://www.graysharbortalk.com/2018/07/23/thousands-of-pieces-of-aberdeens-history-saved/   
** 
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8/8/2018 
 
The Director at the The Glasgow School of Art has committed to rebuilding their historic Mackintosh 
building following a fire we reported on last month. We'll keep following this story for hopefully more 
good news about their recovery in the future! https://www.theguardian.com/uk-
news/2018/jul/10/mackintosh-building-will-be-rebuilt-says-art-school-director  
** 
 
8/9/2018 
 
Here is a fun story about fire recovery 2,000 years later: 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/buried-ash-vesuvius-scrolls-are-being-read-new-xray-
technique-180969358/ 
** 
 
8/10/2018 
 
Happy Friday everyone! We hope you've been enjoying reading about fire recoveries this past week. 
 
We'll round out the week with this handy Fact Sheet from FEMA and the Heritage Emergency National 
Task Force: https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1452020463438-
03d4365a46c620bdd1ad1e854379c237/Fire_FIMA_Fact_Sheet_2015_508.pdf  
** 
 
8/13/2018 
 
Please join us for the EPOCH conference on September 11, at the Museum of the American 
Revolution.  Attached are pdfs about the conference and a draft agenda. This is a full day (8-3) 
conference, free of charge to focus on emergencies and historic sites, preservation, and museums. 
Tickets can be reserved here  https://phila-oem.eventbrite.com  
** 
8/14/2018 
 
Save the Date! 
 
The Pennsylvania State Archives is pleased to announce that the Annual Archives and Records 
Management Seminar will be held Tuesday, October 23, 2018. 
 
Onsite sessions will again take place in the Commonwealth Media Center in Harrisburg, with a live 
webinar feed available for online viewing. Heinz History Center’s Detre Library and Archives will also 
host a remote viewing opportunity for those who cannot attend in Harrisburg, but who desire to engage 
with peers. Tentative topics include PDF/A and Evaluating and Improving Disaster Related Outcomes. 
 
Watch for registration information in the coming weeks. 
** 
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8/15/2018 
 
Fires just keep making their way into the news. Check out this fascinating write up about an historic fire 
(1973) at the National Personnel Records Center, which has been called one of the most devastating fire 
disasters at a cultural heritage institution. https://www.archives.gov/news/articles/archives-recalls-fire 
** 
 
8/16/2018 
 
A new way to think about disaster preparedness! How can we keep records of past disaster to help 
inform our preparedness efforts? 
 
This online archive aims to prevent the loss of valuable Hurricane Harvey-related photos, videos and 
other digital data: http://news.rice.edu/2018/07/23/harvey-memories-project-will-help-preserve-
nations-first-social-media-storm/ 
** 
8/17/2018 
 
September is National Preparedness Month and it's just around the corner! What are you doing to be 
better prepared? Need some ideas? Follow along with Ready.gov's schedule: 
 
Week 1: Sept 1-8, Make and Practice Your Plan 
Week 2: Sept 9-15*, Learn Life Saving Skills 
Week 3: Sept 16-22, Check Your Insurance Coverage 
Week 4: Sept 23-29, Save For an Emergency 
*September 15 is a National Day of Action 
 
 
Learn more! 
English: www.ready.gov/September   
Spanish: www.listo.gov/es/mes-nacional-de-preparacion  
** 
 
8/20/2018 
 
It has been a wet summer! Please ask for help if you need it - there are resources available! Check out 
this statewide resource and don't forget about the Pennsylvania Cultural Response Team at 215-545-
0613. 
 
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/PEMA-Details.aspx?newsid=81 
** 
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8/21/2018 
 
Join AFR Philly and Philadelphia’s Office of Emergency Management for a FREE WORKSHOP on 
Continuity of Operations Planning. Learn how your cultural heritage organization can STAY OPEN 
following a disaster. 
 
We’ll discuss: 
Local hazards; 
Tips on how to set up a Business Continuity Plan; 
How to let workers know about the plan; 
How to protect a business; 
How to act in an emergency; and 
Putting your plan into action 
 
Following the event, continue the conversation at a casual happy hour at the Kite and Key. 
RSVP here: https://goo.gl/forms/4OwiJheq9XtzjhDn2 
** 
 
8/22/2018 
 
As Hawai'i braces for impact from Hurricane Lane, we wanted to share some preparedness tips: 
 
Although the Islands escaped damage from Hector, don’t let down your guard as Hurricane Lane 
approaches. It’s important that all individuals and cultural institutions prepare for sustained winds, 
heavy rain, and potential flooding:  
 
• Track the storm via the Central Pacific Hurricane Center, 
http://www.prh.noaa.gov/cphc/tcpages/?storm=Lane.  
• Monitor information via Hawaii’s Emergency Management Agency, http://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/.  
• Gather your staff and review your disaster plan today. No disaster plan? Put that at the top of the to-
do list once the hurricane passes (and hope you didn’t need it this time). 
• If you have a disaster plan, make sure everyone has a printed copy to take home. An electronic version 
may be useless if you lose power.  
• Make sure staff, volunteer, and board contact lists are up to date. Determine how you will 
communicate with one another before, during, and after the storm. 
• Make sure your insurance and disaster recovery vendor contact information is readily available. 
• If you don’t already have up-to-date images (photographic/video) of your facility’s exterior and 
interior, including storage areas, now’s the time to take them. Being able to illustrate how your building 
and collections looked before damage will be helpful if the need arises to pursue recovery financing.  
• Back up electronic records and store the back-ups off-site or in the cloud. 
• Secure outdoor furniture, bike racks, book drops, etc. – anything that can become a projectile in 
strong winds. 
• Move collections that are in areas vulnerable to flooding – i.e., the floor, the basement – or 
susceptible to rain – near windows or under roofs. 
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• If you have time, cut lengths of plastic sheeting to be able to throw them over shelves or equipment 
should the building envelope be compromised. 
• Know the location and shut-off procedures for water, electricity, and gas. 
• Download the free ERS: Emergency Response and Salvage app, based on the Emergency Response and 
Salvage Wheel, available for Android devices at http://www.conservation-us.org/emergencies/ers-app.  
• Review individual or family plans. You’ll feel better attending to your organization knowing that your 
loved ones are safe. 
• For tips on what to do before, during, and after a hurricane, go to https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes.   
• Keep this 24/7 hotline number handy: 202.661.8068. The National Heritage Responders, a team of 
trained conservators and collections care professionals, are available 24/7 to provide advice.  
• Download FEMA’s “After the Flood: Advice for Salvaging Damaged Family Treasures” fact sheet, with 
tips and resources for individuals and institutions, https://www.fema.gov/media-
library/assets/documents/113297.   
• Familiarize yourself with the disaster declaration process in case one is declared for your state, 
https://www.fema.gov/disaster-declaration-process.  
** 
 
8/23/2018 
 
Though Hawai'i is bracing for some larger than average hurricanes this season, here in the Atlantic, 
we've been spared this year. 
 
http://www.noaa.gov/media-release/noaa-forecasters-lower-atlantic-hurricane-season-prediction 
** 
8/27/2018 
 
With fires still raging across the West, the LA Times has put together a list of items to evacuate in short 
notice. What sort of items are you ready to evacuate from your home should you need? What about 
from your cultural heritage site? 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-ln-evacuation-what-to-pack-20180809-story.html 
** 
8/28/2018 
 
California can't catch a break! But, here is a great story about how a quick response and relationship 
with BELFOR Property Restoration can help with a successful recovery: 
 
https://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2018/08/17/ca-state-library-leak-rare-books-restored/ 
** 
8/29/2018 
 
We cannot overstate how important preparedness is - however, should something happen anyway, 
response and recovery procedures are not something you're going to want to be figuring out last 
minute! PEMA has put together this guide about who to call and when (something to bookmark!): 
https://www.pema.pa.gov/responseandrecovery/Disaster-Assistance/Pages/default.aspx 
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** 
8/30/2018 
 
Be prepared for pest infestation! Check out this fascinating workshop co-hosted by the Conservation 
Center for Art & Historic Artifacts and ARCS: 
 
 
Integrated Pest Management Plans are an integral, and oftentimes overlooked, core collections policy. 
In this day and a half workshop of presentations and practical exercises, speakers will discuss the 
elements of an integrated pest management plan, present tools for identification of common pests and 
the best monitoring strategies, introduce types of treatments appropriate for collections objects, and 
summarize common hazards staff may come in contact with when dealing with pests in their collection. 
 
Learn more and register: https://ccaha.org/events/integrated-pest-management-cultural-institutions-
atlanta-ga 
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