
  
 

July 2018 Links Round Up 
 

7/2/2018 
 
It's time for your monthly newsletter from the Performing Arts Readiness Project! This time on Safety 
Awareness: https://conta.cc/2IBA6wP 
** 
 
7/5/2018 
 
We've been hearing about several tragic fires in the news over the past month. It's a good reminder to 
make sure your fire detection and suppression systems are up to date, and perhaps even consider doing 
a walk through with your local fire department. 
 
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/thousands-of-artifacts-from-aberdeens-history-gone-in-a-
fire-including-a-kurt-cobain-exhibit/  
** 
 
7/6/2018 
More heartbreaking fires, this one across seas: 
 
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/news/can-the-glasgow-school-of-art-be-saved-after-second-fire  
** 
 
7/9/2018 
 
Save the date!  
 
The Office of Emergency Management is hosting EPOCH (Emergency Protection of Culture & History) a 
conference in Philadelphia focused on emergency preparedness and response to disasters at museums 
and cultural/historically significant sites in Philadelphia. It will be held on September 11, 2018.  
 
The keynote speaker is Eric Gentry, Associate Director of Facilities and Emergency Management of the 
Smithsonian Institution. He will be speaking about the protection of Smithsonian sites and artifacts all 
over the world. In the afternoon, he will share with us the active shooter drill that took place in the Air & 
Space Museum.  
 
Other topics will include the Museum of the American Revolution and their role in response and 
recovery during the 3rd & Chestnut Street fire this winter. There is also time in the schedule to do some 
serious focused discussions about exercise planning, prioritizing of collections, vetting recovery and 
restoration vendors, and public assistance available post-disaster. 
 
There are only 120 spots available, the conference is free and will run from 8:00AM-3:00PM. Tickets will 
be available soon.  

https://conta.cc/2IBA6wP
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** 
 
7/10/2018 
 
Yet ANOTHER fire disaster that has occurred recently. Fire preparation is no joke! Let’s all take this as a 
reminder to double check our smoke and fire systems, and maybe give a call to our local fire companies. 
 
http://www.wsaz.com/content/news/Point-Pleasant-River-Museum-on-Fire-487060711.html 
** 
 
7/11/2018 
 
Just as mold is a disaster is cultural heritage institutions, so are other pests, like insects. Be sure you 
know what you are looking for: 
 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/325180755_Identifying_insect_pests_in_museums_and_heri
tage_buildings  
** 
 
7/12/2018 
 
In other off-the-beaten-path disasters: Historic structures at San Antonio Missions National Historical 
Park were recently vandalized with spray paint. 
 
Police release video of suspects accused of vandalizing Mission San Juan Church and are asking the 
public for help with efforts to identify the them at San Antonio Police Department South Property 
Crimes Unit at 210-207-8191. 
 
Learn more about this story on News 4 San Antonio web page at 
https://news4sanantonio.com/news/local/vandals-target-mission-san-jose-with-i-dont-care-message  
 
See the HABS documentation of the San Antonio Missions in the HABS/HAER/HALS Collection at 
https://go.usa.gov/xU3c7  
** 
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7/13/2018 
 
For those attending the League of Historic American Theatres 2018 Conference in Austin July 15-18, 
please join the Performing Arts Readiness project’s Tom Clareson and the Alley Theatre’s Ray Inkel for 
the session “Worst Case Scenario” on July 15: 
 
Maybe it's a slip and fall or maybe it's a major weather event like a hurricane. Is your theatre prepared? 
What do you do now to prevent an accident or minimize the impact of a disaster? What do you do when 
it is actually occurring to ensure your patrons, artists, staff and volunteers are safe? And when it's time 
to recover, is that the time to ask if you are appropriately insured? It's the worst part of our jobs but 
preparing for the worst case scenario is probably the most important part or operating your historic 
theatre. What you do now could save not only your building, but it could save lives. 
 
This session will take place on Sunday, July 15, 2:00-5:00 pm at the Sheraton Austin Hotel. More 
information about the session is here: http://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/LHAT/787daa61-
5466-41d5-ad6f-28c34e98e17d/UploadedImages/Site_Docs/Stndrd_Conf_Docs/Early_Bird_Sessions.pdf  
** 
 
7/16/2018 
 
Theft can be hard to deter, but having an up to date emergency response and preparedness plan will 
ensure that response is prompt and effective – and may even result in recovering lost artifacts!  
 
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2018/06/29/carnegie-library-pittsburgh-rare-books-stolen-
search-warrants-gregroy-prioire-jonathan-schulman/stories/201806280184 
** 
 
7/17/2018 
 
Assistance needed in Michigan - with funding available! 
 
If you are available to spend at least a week in Michigan and assist on flood recovery, fill out the survey 
by JULY 23RD. 
 
See the link for more information: 
http://www.michiganmuseums.org/HCHS-Flood-Recovery-Project  
** 
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7/18/2018 
 
Said from FEMA: "The key to resiliency is at the local level." Read more about how the FEMA Chief 
supports local organizing here: https://www.routefifty.com/infrastructure/2018/05/brock-long-fema-
resliency/148196/  
 
It is so important to get involved with your local community! See if there is an Alliance for Response in 
your area so that you can get connected with your fellow cultural heritage organizations and emergency 
managers. No AFR in your area? You can also find tips about how to start your own: 
http://www.heritageemergency.org/initiatives/alliance-for-response/afr-home/  
** 
 
7/19/2018 
 
We are closing in on the one-year mark of Hurricane Maria, and the recovery efforts are still in full 
swing. We are happy to see organizations like the Society of American Archivists are still supporting the 
relief: https://www2.archivists.org/news/2018/saa-foundation-awards-more-disaster-recovery-grants-
to-puerto-rico-us-virgin-islands  
** 
 
7/20/2018 
 
Whole community preparedness matters! It's important to think of disaster preparedness holistically - 
we can't be good stewards of our collections and respond to disasters at our institutions if our homes 
and communities are not also prepared. 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/15/smarter-living/prepare-your-community-for-a-disaster.html  
** 
 
7/23/2018 
 
Free Environmental Monitoring Webinar! As we know, mold is an emergency, but how can we avoid it? 
Routine environmental monitoring of collections spaces, coupled with data analysis and environmental 
management, informs and enhances long-term preservation planning in cultural institutions. To assist 
institutions starting, or planning to start, an environmental monitoring program, we are offering a free 
webinar on this topic Tuesday, August 7th. The primary goal for this webinar is to answer common 
questions associated with starting an environmental monitoring program and we want to hear from you 
in this regard. Email your questions to Lauren Parish at lmppph@rit.edu with the subject line “Webinar 
Question” by Friday, July 20th. 
 
IPI staff Chris Cameron, Sustainable Preservation Specialist, and Kelly McCauley Krish, Preventive 
Conservation Specialist, will facilitate the webinar on Tuesday, August 7th from 1-1:30pm EDT. 
Register here: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7352672140984838913  
** 
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7/24/2018 
 
Hopefully the hottest day of the year is behind us already! 
 
 
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/featured-images/if-things-go-%E2%80%9Cnormal%E2%80%9D-
most-us-locations-will-have-their-hottest-day  
** 
 
7/25/2018 
 
Did you know that July is #NationalParksandRecreationMonth?! It's not too late to go out and enjoy 
some Pennsylvania State Parks on the final weekend! 
 
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateParks/FindAParkByRegion/Pages/default.aspx  
** 
 
7/26/2018 
 
Another Free Webinar Alert! 
 
Mechanical Control of Moisture in Cultural Heritage Settings 
Tuesday, August 21, 2018 2:00:00 PM EDT - 3:30:00 PM EDT 
 
Many institutions use some level of mechanical intervention to control relative humidity and moisture 
contents in interior preservation environments. This session will explore various types of mechanical 
intervention, including stand-alone equipment and mechanical dehumidification and humidification, as 
well as the appropriate use and applications of different types of equipment and systems in different 
settings. Discussion will include risks to building structures, setting appropriate goals in different climate 
zones, and considerations for disaster response and recovery. 
 
Register: https://events-
na6.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1377315405/en/events/event/shared/default_template_si
mple/event_landing.html?sco-id=1616761073 
** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.climate.gov/news-features/featured-images/if-things-go-%E2%80%9Cnormal%E2%80%9D-most-us-locations-will-have-their-hottest-day
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/featured-images/if-things-go-%E2%80%9Cnormal%E2%80%9D-most-us-locations-will-have-their-hottest-day
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateParks/FindAParkByRegion/Pages/default.aspx
https://events-na6.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1377315405/en/events/event/shared/default_template_simple/event_landing.html?sco-id=1616761073
https://events-na6.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1377315405/en/events/event/shared/default_template_simple/event_landing.html?sco-id=1616761073
https://events-na6.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1377315405/en/events/event/shared/default_template_simple/event_landing.html?sco-id=1616761073


  
 
7/30/2018 
 
Great topic for a webinar from our friends at the Texas Historical Commission 
 
Better Safe than Sorry: Understanding Hazards Found in Collections 
August 21, 2018 
10-11 a.m. CST 
 
Register: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7790787941526052611  
 
Museum collections are filled with ordinary objects that contain health and safety hazards for museum 
staff and volunteers. During this webinar, we will explore how you can identify these objects and work 
safely around them. 
** 
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